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1696, and which has sheltered generation after
generation of Ms descendants. The erection of the
new house is supposed to have been in 1688. The
foundations of the log- house built by his pioneer
ancestor, the poet used to see in his youth, but he
was unable to find them when last visiting the
place, in 1882.

Haverhill was first settled in 1640, and was for
seventy years a frontier town, an unbroken wil-
derness stretching' to the north for more than a
hundred miles, During the first forty years of
the settlement, there was no trouble from the Indi-
ans who fished in the lakes and hunted among
the mountains of New Hampshire; but during
the next thirty years they were frequently hos-
tile, and Haverhill suffered all the horrors that
accompany savage warfare. When these hostili-
ties began, in 1676, Thomas Whittier had been
living in his log house on East Meadow Brook for
nearly thirty years, receiving frequent visits from
the Indiana, whose respect and friendship he won
by the fearlessness and justice he displayed in his
dealings with them.

When friendly intercourse with the pioneers was
broken, and the savages began to make their fo-
rays upon this exposed settlement, several houses in
the town were fitted up as garriHons, and we find
that in 1675 Thomas "Whittier was one of a com-
mittee appointed to select the houses that should be
fortified as places of refuge. But though many of
his townspeople were killed or carried into cap-
tivity, he never availed himself of this shelter for
himself or his family, and it is the tradition that